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PROPOSAL 
For publishing a new Evangelical Work. 








Tue friends of piety and virtue, of christian truth and christian 
charity, are respectfuily desired to afford their aid and patronage to a 
Periodical Work, about to be commenced, under the title of 


The Christian Disciple. 


wwe 


PROSPECTUS. 


Pzruaps it will be thought, that suf- 
ficiently numerous attempts have been 
made to establish and support similar 

ublications. But the gentlemen, who 

ave formed the plan of the Christian 
Disciple, are impressed with the be- 
lief, that no work agreeing with this 
in spirit and design as yet been 
proposed, and they trust that its 
claims will not hastily be dismissed. 
They wish to furnish the great mass 
of Christians with a work adapted to 
their circumstances and wants; a work 
which will gratify as well as instruct; 
and which especially will be suited to 
imbue them at once with knowledge, 
and with love; to give them at the 
same time a zeal for truth, and a spir- 
it of charity and. forbearance towards 
one another. The Christian Disciple 
is designed to render Christians more 
fervent in their devotions, and more 
affectionate in their tempers; to exhib- 
it and recommend true Christianity, 
that pure and mild religion, which 
raises the heart to God, and disarms it 
of all asperity towards its fellow-be. 
ings. 

To be more particular, the objects 
of the proposed work are these—to in- 
crease the zeal and seriousness of 
Christians—to discriminate between 
true and false religion—to excite at- 
tention to the Scriptures, and to en- 
courage inquiry into divine truth, un- 
biassed and unawed by human author- 
ty—-to furnish that information relat- 


ing to the times in which the Scrip- 
tures were written, which will ‘enable 
common Christians to be their own ex- 
positors, or to estimate correctly the 
expositions of others—to cultivate a 
spirit of candor, forbearance, and love 
towards persons of different sentiments 
—to counteract all efforts for enslaving 
the minds and consciences of men—In 
a word, to promote at once a generous 
independence of sentiment and a spirit 
of Christian humility and conciliation. 

To accomplish these various ob- 
jects, the work will contain— 

First—Essays on Practical Piety; 
Expositions, Admonitions and Consna- 
tory Addresses, suited to the various 
wants and trials of the Christian 
course; and Biographical Sketches, ex- 
hibiting the power of religion in real 
life. 

Secondly—Critica! Dissertations, ex- 
plairing important words and difficult 
passages of Scripture; and showing the 
occasions on which the different books 
were written,and the objects of the wri- 
ters. Communications on the manners, 
customs, state of society, &c. referred to 
in the Scriptures, and Discussions writ- 
ten in a candid spirit on the doctrines 
which have divided the Christian 
world. 

Thirdly—Dissertations on Church 
Government, and on the rights of 
Christians; and Historical Extracts re- 
lating to controversies and dissensions 
in the Church, to Ecclesiastical Coun-. 
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cils and their effects, and to other top- 
ics interesting at the present times. 

The proposed work will also con- 
tain accounts of popular works on re- 
ligion, and such intelligence respecting 
the religious state of the world, as 
will interest and gratify pious minds. 

Such is a general Sofitae of the work; 
and will any one say, that such a work 
is rendered unnecessary by other pub- 
lications, devoted tothe same important 
ends? It is a melancholy fact, which 
many Christians have felt, that'period- 
ical works, of religious character, are 
too often the vehicles of party-spirit, 
the instruments of infusing bad pas- 
sions and of severing the bonds of 
Christian unity. Their tendency too 
. Often is, to contract, rather than to en- 

the heart—to fix the attention on 
a few disconnected texts; rather than 
to give extensive views of the Scrip- 
ture—to make zea/ots and _ sectaries, 
rather than teachable disciples of Je- 
sus Christ, The Christian Disciple, 
it is hoped, will help to soften the vio- 
lence of party, to discourage an unhal- 
lowed.zeal, and to recommend the on- 
ly standard which can unite the Chris- 
tian world—not a formulary of man’s 
invention, but the word of God, deliv- 
ered by his prophets, and especially by 
his beloved Son, 

But to'promote a candid spirit is not 
the only object of those who have form- 
ed the plan of the proposed work. 
They trust that this work will aid the 
interests of truth, that it will improve 
and enlarge the conceptions of Chris- 
tians on the great doctrines of Christi- 
anity. This they hope to accomplish 
not by repeating with clamorous posi- 
tiveness their own particular views of 
_ religion, and by denouncing as the 
‘ enemies of God and man all who dis- 
sent from them. They do not offer 
- themselves as infallible guides They 
feel, and they rejoice, that they are 
not entrusted with the thunders of the 
Almighty. Whilst they attach im- 
portunce to their own views of religion, 
‘they are aware of their participation of 
the common weaknesses of human na- 
‘ture; an‘, where they differ from men 
whose wisdom and piety they are com- 
pelied to revere, they dare not demand 
implicit acquiescence in their own de- 


cisions: They hope to promote the 
cause of truth not merely by exhibiting 
their own interpretations of Scripture, 
but by awakening a spirit of inquiry, 
and by presenting the researches of 
other minds. They invite communica- 
tions from all who are laboring to 
correct and purify their views of Chris- 
tian truth, and they hope to derive 
Hight from the thoughts of those with 
whom, on some topics, they cannot 
agree. 

They do not, however, wish it to’be 
inferred from these remarks, that they 
intend to give a controversial charac- 
ter to the work. One of their leading 
objects is to enforce those great truths 
in which Christians generally unite; 
and it will be their highest pleasure to 
exhibit ‘those simple and affecting 
views of the Gospel by which all the 
disciples of our common Master may 
be edified, and to furnish that informa- 
tion and those helps for the under- 
standing of Scripture, by which all 
Christians may be improved. 

An important object of this work, 
which ought not to be passed over 
without particular notice, is the 
tion of a serious and devout spirit in the 
professers of Christianity. The re- 
proach has often been thrown on those 
who urge most strenuously the impor- 
tance of charity, that they are desti- 


‘tute of vital piety. To this reproach 


it would be easy to oppose examples 
of ardent devotion and splendid virtue 
in that class of Christians. But, in 
many cases, the charge of lukewarm- 
ness and indifference is too well sup- 
ported. Would to God! there were 
any denomination of Christians from 
whom the same humiliating confession 
might not be extorted. It will be ‘the 
object of the Christian Disciple to 
rouse professors from their slumbers, 
to breathe into them a spirit of mild 
but earnest devotion, to open at once 


their understandings and their hearts 


to the excellence, the goodness and 
the authority of God, and to the love 
of Jesus Christ, who shed his blood 
for their redemption. It will be the ob- 
ject of this work to encourage the re- 
ligion of the heart, the religion of the 
closet, and, yet more, that “pute and 
undefiled religion,” which honours 
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God by a useful and temperate life, 
‘“twhich visits the widow and the fa- 
therless in their aff:ctions, and keeps 
itself unspotted from the world.” 
Without inspiring a slavish fear, the 
Christain Disciple will endeavour to 
promote that watchfulness,that serious- 
ness and that self-inspection, which be- 
long to creatures so frail and tempted 
as we are. It will aim to form that 
habit, without which all other means 
are ineffectual, of daily prayer to the 
God of all grace; the source of all 


pure and generous affections, who giv- 
th liberally, to them that ask, his Ho- 
ty Spirit. - 


We trust that the work now pro- 
posed will be acceptuble to the great 
mass of Christians, who have not time 
for laborious researches and connected 
volumes, but who can easily find time 
for the short and varied communica- 
tions which will fill the pages of the 
Christian Disciple. For them this 
work is peculiarly designed. To the 
man of business, released from the 
cares and tumults of the day—to the 
husbandman and mechanic, resting 
from their toils—the Christian Disci- 
ple offers its plain instructions, its 
friendly admonitions, its consolations in 
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sorrow, and its aid in the great work 
of preparation for immortality. | 

Perhaps it may be thought. that in 
times so difficult as the present, it is 
presumptuous to expect encourage- 
ment for a new publication. But this 
objection is obviated, in a great de- 
gree, by the cheapness of the present 
work. Besides, the difficulties of our 
situation and the tremendous convul- 
sions of the world are suited to pro- 
duce a reflecting, serious state of 
mind, peculiarly favorable to relig- 
ious impressions. Never were the 
truths and promises of Christianity 
More necessary than at the present 
time; and it is believed, that, at this 
moment, the public mind is more than 
ordinarily alive on the subject of relig- 
ion. 

In conclusion, the prayers of Chris- 
tians are desired for the divine blessing 
upon a work which is designed to 
heal divisions, to allay animosities, to 
extend the knowledge of the Scrip- 
tures, to maintain the liberty where- 
with Christ has made us free, und to 
form the hearts of men to benevolence 
and devotion, as preparatory to that 
improved, happy and immortal life re- 
vealed in the Gospel of Jesus Christ 


The above is the original Prospectus of the Christian Disciple, excepting 
‘the conditions. 

The present price of the work to subscribers is $1,75 per volume, to be 
paid on the delivery of the sixth Number. rag “heer and other gentlemen, 
who will procure subscribers and be responsible for eight copies, shall have « 
ninth gratic, and in the same proportion for a larger number. The aid of all 
who feel disposed to encourage the work is humbly requested. And all who 
thave neglected to pay up their subscriptions to the present time are desired te 
make immediate payment. | 


Errata. 


Hymn, p- 316, verse 1, 1. 8, for lovely read lowly. 
Poetry, p. 346, the 3d line of the 2d verse should be read— 


“‘Nor heeds thy warning voice while syrens sing.” 
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